
 

UNITED BENEFICE OF LINGFIELD & 

DORMANSLAND 
 

LINGFIELD PARISH CHURCH 
www.lingfieldparishchurch.org  

Follow St Peter & St Paul Church on Twitter: @LingfieldChurch 
 

Vicar  -  In Vacancy 

The Parish Office will not be manned, however phone and email contacts are 

live. Friday 8.30am-4.30pm. Contact Liz Moor at 01342 832021 or 

officelingfieldppchurch@gmail.com. 
 

 

Notices for the week commencing Sunday March 29, 2020.  
 
 

 
 

Peace and health be with you. 
 

COVID-19 - The Church continues to be alive and active, but our buildings 

must close in this area.  

We are seeing a huge increase in the number of people falling sick with COVID-

19. We must distance ourselves from one another and prevent the spread of 

infection in order to save lives.  Therefore, as well as public worship being 

suspended, this and all church buildings in the Diocese of Southwark are now 

closed.  Our worship of God and our care for each other continue but cannot be 

done in this building.  The diocese website contains details of how 

to join others online for prayer, worship, study, and community life.  

See: southwark.anglican.org or scan this QR code:  

The vicar/churchwardens of this church can be contacted in an 

emergency:- 

Richard Holroyd - 01342 833776, beachhutbooks@btinternet.com 

Sue Ellis - 01342 870261, Suebellis@outlook.com 
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength. Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no 

commandment greater than these.”  

To protect the vulnerable amongst us, please do not leave your home except for 

essential trips. 
  

http://www.lingfieldparishchurch.org/
mailto:officelingfieldppchurch@gmail.com
mailto:beachhutbooks@btinternet.com
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SERVICES THIS SUNDAY SUSPENDED 

March 29. Passion Sunday. Fifth Sunday of Lent. 
 

 

For private study the scheduled Lectionary readings for today are:- 
 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 (868)     Romans 8: 6-11 (1134)  John 11: 1-45 1077) 
 

The figures in brackets refer to the page number in the NIV Holy Bibles. 
  

 

Today - The Fifth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called Passion Sunday, marking 

the two week period of Passiontide. We often think of passion as strong emotions 

of intense desire or boundless enthusiasm. A better definition is a willingness to 

suffer for what you love. 
 

The best example of this is the passion of Jesus Christ, who suffered torture, ridicule 

and a slow painful death – for humankind – us – the people he loves. 
 

In the church I attended as a teenager all the crosses in the church were covered in 

purple veils during the two weeks of Passiontide. The purpose was to heighten our 

senses and build within us a longing for Easter Sunday. It certainly makes you think 

and stops us taking the cross for granted. 
 

Our Gospel for this Sunday is John 11.1-45. It includes the great words of Jesus to 

his friend Martha 

'I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.' 
 

Martha, Mary and their brother, Lazarus were good friends of Jesus. He found the 

women weeping because their brother had died. Then 'Jesus wept', the shortest 

verse in the bible. Jesus was clearly full of passion for the man he loved and in 

raising Lazarus from the dead he demonstrated to us his message of eternal life. 
 

This week our good friend, Felicity Pool, died. She was a great servant of the church 

and had a strong faith. I know her family have found comfort from that promise of 

eternal life. When the current pandemic is over we will have an opportunity to 

celebrate her wonderful earthly life.    Richard. 
 

Thought for the Day; ‘On Isolation’ - This morning I was re-reading parts of 

Brian Keenan’s book, ‘An Evil Cradling’. If you recall Brian was held hostage in 

the Lebanon for 4 and a half years in the late 1980’s along with Terry Waite and 

John McCarthy. At several points he describes the anguish and agony of his 

isolation, which was not just from his friends and family but also from the sound 

of a human voice and the colours and sounds of the wider creation. He was locked, 

alone in a small cell underground for a long period of time.  
 

Isolation can be extremely negative but historically it was also sought by spiritual 

hermits and the like to direct their focus away from the distractions of this 

ephemeral life. Jesus himself sought isolation on many occasions so that he could  

spend time in fellowship with his heavenly Father. But he also knew the other side 

– the dark side of being isolated. 
 



In the Garden of Gethsemene, surrounded by his inner circle of disciples he sought 

their support but only found them sleeping, unable or unwilling to help. The next 

day, on the Cross, Jesus experienced the ultimate isolation as he was even separated 

from his Heavenly Father. ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’  
 

It is good to be reminded again that there is nothing which we may be going through 

which Jesus has not already experienced in a deeper way. Let us be encouraged too 

that just as Jesus found strength in the knowledge of his Father’s love and grace 

even in his darkest times so can we.  The Revd. Nigel Hinton, Associate Vicar St 

John’s, Dormansland. 
 

Stations of the Cross - Artwork. Fourteen students, from Tobias College in East 

Grinstead, have each chosen a Station of the Cross to respond to artistically. The 

Stations represent Jesus's progress from his condemnation by Pilate through to his 

crucifixion and burial. ‘Stations’ means ‘stopping-places’ and allows us to pause 

(or stop) and enter reflectively into those last moments of Jesus’s journey.  This 

diverse group of students from Tobias come from all different walks of life, 

religions, generations, countries and ethnic backgrounds. Studying transpersonal 

arts for health and wellbeing Level 5 with City & Guilds, most are practising artists, 

teachers or therapists. 
 

“Jesus died for all humanity and every year we are reminded and relive his final 

journey as a physical human being as we follow the Stations of the Cross. They are 

described in pictures so all ages and creeds can understand the story. Tobias school 

of Art trains art therapists from all over the world so it seems fitting for the global 

community of Tobias to meet the local community of Lingfield and share this 

global message with heart and soul.”  Naomi Newsham, Tobias student. 
 

The Stations of the Cross artwork will be revealed on our website each day from 

Passion Sunday to Easter. 
 

NEXT WEEK AND FUTURE EVENTS 

 

“Breathe… at Home” - Even while we will all miss the serenity of the Lady 

Chapel, we can continue to practise Breathe at home and find respite from the 

worries besetting us, attaining inner peace in the knowledge of God’s presence in 

us and all around us regardless of our physical location. For those who have yet to 

join us at Breathe… Find a comfortable/favourite place to sit. This might be a 

favourite chair, the place you habitually go to pray, or a spot by a window with a 

view you like – a piece of sky, a trellis, maybe even a garden. Turn the lights down, 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK SUSPENDED 

April 5. Palm Sunday. 
 

For private study the scheduled Lectionary readings for today are:- 
 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a (737)     Philippians 2: 5-11 (1179) 

Matthew 21: 1-11 (988) 
 

The figures in brackets refer to the page number in the NIV Holy Bibles. 



light a candle and put on some gentle music – preferably something instrumental 

that you don’t know well. Focus on your breathing. Let it be slow… Try to empty 

your mind. Let any thought come… and then go. After 20 minutes or so, turn the 

music off and sit in silence (if your location allows that. If not, don’t worry, stay 

with the music on). As your mind clears and your breathing slows, listen… God is 

with you.  
 

If you find it hard to still your mind, try silently repeating a short prayer or a 

favourite short passage from the Bible or elsewhere that you know by heart.  
 

“Drop thy still dews of quietness ‘til all our strivings cease; take from our souls the 

strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of Thy peace.” Rosie. 
 

Saturday May 16 - Anna Chaplaincy Workshop at our church postponed. 
 

 

OTHER INFORMATION, ALSO SEE NOTICE BOARD 

Church Giving – Our regular cash giving at service collections will obviously not 

take place whilst the church is closed. However, our costs (for running our church) 

continue at the same rate. Will you please collect your filled pink envelopes and 

save carefully until we recommence our services soon and be handed in at our first 

collection then. Please consider paying on-line through your bank account, the 

church details are:- 

 - Lloyds Bank, East Grinstead - sort code 30-92-92 account number 00462202. 
 

New Miller Room Chairs, tables and carpet – Our grateful thanks to anonymous 

donors who provided funds for the new red chairs, tables tops and carpets in the 

Miller Room – a major and bright improvement. We expect visitors will feel a real 

welcome in our precious church when we open again soon. 
 

The College of St Barnabas 125 years anniversary - Mike Herbert, Fundraising 

Manager St Barnabas, has pledged to walk 125 miles of the Wealdway in 

recognition of the College's foundation 125 years ago.  Will you sponsor him? If so 

please visit his webpage https://www.justgiving.com/Mike-Herbert2 where you 

will also find more information about the walk. All donations go straight to the 

College, Gift Aid is reclaimed automatically, if you are a UK taxpayer. Gill. 
 

 

The Sick - Please pray for Brian Bell and all whose names have been placed on the 

prayer board.  
 

Rest in Peace - We remember Felicity Pool and all those who have died recently. 

We recall Alan Chignell, John Skinner and all whose anniversary falls at this time, 

including others known to us. 
 

Felicity Pool - We are sorry to report the death of Felicity Pool on Saturday March 

21. Felicity was a loyal member of this church with her husband Tim, both served 

as churchwardens.  
 

Ian Dobson - was cremated at a private service on Thursday March 26 at the East 

Surrey and Sussex Crematorium.   
 

Notices for inclusion in the pewsheet for Sunday April 5 should be phoned to Peter Beynon (834858, 

or email plbeynon@globalnet.co.uk) not later than preceding Thursday please. 

https://www.justgiving.com/Mike-Herbert2
mailto:plbeynon@yahoo.com

