
 

UNITED BENEFICE OF LINGFIELD & 

DORMANSLAND 
 

LINGFIELD PARISH CHURCH 
www.lingfieldparishchurch.org  

Follow St Peter & St Paul Church on Twitter: @LingfieldChurch 
 

Vicar  -  In Vacancy 

The Parish Office will not be manned, however phone and email contacts are 

live. Friday 8.30am-4.30pm. Contact Liz Moor at 01342 832021 or 

officelingfieldppchurch@gmail.com. 
 

Notices for the week commencing Sunday May 31, 2020.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

Pentecost: Transformed by Fire -  

It was fascinating seeing the children's drawings of heaven during last Sunday's 

Zoom service. Elspeth imagined a rainbow with lots of angels, butterflies and 

flowers and a tree at the centre. Cassius and his brothers included a hotel and 

swimming pool. Neve had a splendid large golden gate. The imagination of children 

is wonderful and it is a shame that our conditioning as adults can suppress our sense 

of wonder. 
 

On the day of Pentecost the disciples heard the rush of a strong driving wind. Then 

tongues of fire appeared and a tongue rested on each of them. We see the wind as 

the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus. When wind (or oxygen) combines with certain 

fuels fire can result. That fuel was the souls of the disciples, and given the right 

conditions – an openness and willingness on the part of the fuel that is our own 

souls, that same spontaneous combustion can take place. 
 

When we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives we let ourselves be set on fire by the 

Holy Spirit and our lives will be transformed. 

http://www.lingfieldparishchurch.org/
mailto:officelingfieldppchurch@gmail.com


 

Hearts on Fire is the name of the Southwark Diocese weekly blog. Last Saturday's 

was written by Nigel and Ros. I recommend you read it. The link is:- 

 https://southwarkcofe.tumblr.com/.  Richard. 

 

SERVICES SUSPENDED 

May 31. Pentecost, Whit Sunday. 
 

For private study the scheduled Lectionary readings for today are:- 
 

Acts 2: 1-21 (1093)  1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 (1153) 

John 20: 19-23 (1089) 
 

The figures in brackets refer to the page number in the NIV Holy Bible.  

 

A prayer in lockdown - The doors of the house where the disciples had met were 

locked (John 20.19). 

Ever present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our distancing, be 

healing in our sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in our darkness, be wisdom 

in our confusion, be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, that when the doors 

reopen we may with the zeal of Pentecost inhabit our communities and speak of 

your goodness to an emerging world. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

NEXT WEEK AND FUTURE EVENTS 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 
 

COVID-19 - The Church continues to be alive and active, but our buildings must 

remain closed in this area.  Distancing from each other continues to be government 

advice and to prevent the spread of infection in order to save lives. Our worship of 

God and our care for each other continue but cannot be done in this building yet. 

The diocese website contains details of how to join others online for prayer, 

worship, study, and community life. 
 

The vicar/churchwardens of this church can be contacted in an emergency:- 

Richard Holroyd - 01342 833776, beachhutbooks@btinternet.com. 

Sue Ellis - 01342 870261, Suebellis@outlook.com. 
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength. Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no 

commandment greater than these.”  

SERVICES SUSPENDED 

June 7. Trinity Sunday. 
 

For private study the scheduled Lectionary readings for today are:- 
 

Isaiah 40: 12-17, 27-end (724)  2 Corinthians 13: 11-end (1167) 

Matthew 28: 16-20 (1000) 
 

The figures in brackets refer to the page number in the NIV Holy Bible. 

https://southwarkcofe.tumblr.com/
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See https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-

guidance-churches. 
 

Returning to Church (Southwark Diocese letter dated Wednesday May 20) - 

Bishop Christopher has asked the Archdeacons to say, ‘It will not be possible for 

congregations to gather in churches as they used to for some time to come. We will 

begin to open churches again for worship when the government permits and within 

its guidelines. The House of Bishops has identified a three-stage process:- 
 

Stage 1, clergy may enter otherwise locked churches for prayer and worship (which 

you can now do behind locked doors), 

Stage 2, when government restrictions are eased, the House of Bishops will permit 

churches to be open for private prayer. This is unlikely to be before Saturday July 

4 but planning for this second stage should begin now, 

Stage 3, we should also begin planning for carefully regulated public worship in 

the longer term when government guidance permits. With each Stage, as and when 

permitted, churches will proceed at different rates as and when they are confident 

to do and so as safely as possible. Please discuss plans and share good practice in 

each Deanery.’  
 

Annual meetings and Elections – The timescale for parishes to choose 

churchwardens and for APCMs to be held (and the business transacted there 

including the election of laity to the Deanery Synod) extended to 31 October. 

Bulletin No.1 - March 23 (Bishop’s Instrument (APCMs Wardens) letter). So our 

scheduled meeting, previously Sunday April 26, may be postponed until this later 

date in 2020 because holding a meeting would be contrary to Government 

pandemic advice. 
 

Church Giving – Our regular cash giving at service collections will obviously not 

take place whilst the church is closed. However, our costs (for running our church) 

continue at the same rate. Will you please collect your filled envelopes and save 

carefully until we recommence our services. 
 

Financial plea from our churchwardens - Dear Friends, since the church was 

closed at the start of the lockdown the church's income has dropped considerably 

with no collections, wall safe donations, funeral and wedding fees. Our Treasurer 

forecasts a serious deficit for 2020. On top of this the value of our reserves has 

diminished. 

We are conscious that many of you give most generously, but in view of this 

worrying position, please consider increasing your contribution. Some of you, who 

are able, may be willing to make a one-off exceptional donation, gift aided, to help 

cover the shortfall. 

If you can, please make your payment direct to the church bank account, if you are 

sending cheques to Richard Holroyd could you make them payable to the church.  

The full title of the church bank account is Lingfield PCC Collegiate Church St 

Peter & St Paul,  c/o Lloyds Bank, East Grinstead - sort code 30-92-92 account 

number 00462202. 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://southwark.anglican.org/news/press-releases/2020/bulletin-no-1-monday-23-march
https://southwark.anglican.org/downloads/Bishop's%20Instrument%20(APCMs,%20Wardens%20etc).pdf


We would love to have organised fund-raising events rather than this appeal but, as 

you will know, we had to cancel the events this year.  We were all very disappointed 

to not have our amazing Church Fete and the lovely Open Gardens tea afternoon.  

We are hoping we will be able to do something later in the year, if at all possible. 
 

Website - You may also denote through www.lingfieldparishchurch.org, - go to 

‘About us’, then ‘Donate’ and ‘Here’. Thank you. 
 

Security of our church building - During this sad period of lockdown when our 

church is closed and we cannot enter for our services and communicate with each 

other, we need to be sure everything is safe and secure. If you are out and about for 

your daily exercise, please walk through the churchyard and around the paths.  

Observe and report any unusual activity, any open doors / windows or noises. 

Report to the police or churchwardens immediately, there should be no work going 

on at the present time on the building structure. 
 

Going to extreme lengths; from The Times this week – Anxious both to ensure 

social distancing and teach children to count, the Downing Street Twitter account 

specified that two metres was the same as “1 bed, 2 benches, 3 fridges, 4 chairs”. 

Sounds like a coronavirus version of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. 

A reader in Kenya tells that the advice is different there.  “Social distancing means 

keeping a lion’s length between you and other people” a poster there said.  “But 

don’t use an actual lion.  Keep at least four elephant lengths between you and an 

actual lion. But don’t use actual elephants either”. 
 

Local Covig-19 Fund – Concerns have been raised that insufficient requests have 

been received for support from this Fund in providing food for families that are 

struggling financially. Please advise the churchwardens, or the Parish Office, of 

any deserving cases you may be aware of in Lingfield, Dormansland or our 

immediate local area. 
 

The Sick - Please pray for Brian Bell and all whose names have been placed on the 

prayer board.  
 

Rest in Peace - We remember Doris Jenner and all those who have died recently. 

We recall Mary Francis, Pamela Vine and all whose anniversary falls at this time, 

including others known to us. 
 

Doris Jenner – The funeral service will be held on Friday June 5 at 11.15am at 

Surrey and Sussex Crematorium. As only a few people can attend the funeral you 

may wish to pause at that time to remember Doris. A service to use at home at the 

time of a funeral is available from Richard Holroyd. A memorial service will be 

held in church later in the year. 
 

A note of thanks from Doris's sister Grace - Grace, Michael, David and family 

would like to thank their friends at St Peter & St Paul's church for the cards and 

very kind messages they have received on the death of Doris. A very dear sister, 

aunt and great aunt who will be sadly missed. 
 
 

Notices for inclusion in the pewsheet for Sunday June 7 should be phoned to Peter Beynon (834858, 

or email plbeynon@globalnet.co.uk) not later than preceding Thursday please. 

http://www.lingfieldparishchurch.org/
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